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A well established interest in images and perceptions of other
nations, countries, and peoples exists in historical, and especially in
literary, research. Scholars point out that in the eighteenth century
Germans developed a special interest in Britain and the British.
Influenced by French philosophy, German society formed a view of
Britain which could partly be described as eighteenth-century Ger-
man Anglophilia. Certain attributes of the German image of Britain,
such as ‘freedom’, for example, were based on Enlightenment values.
As more attention was paid to life in Britain, its politics, society, cul-
ture, and economy, more Germans travelled, especially in the second
half of the eighteenth century. They produced a large number of trav-
el accounts, such as travel journals or diaries. This travel literature
provided a forum for the discussion of images and perceptions of
Britain and the British. But how did British contemporaries see
Germany and the Germans? What was the image of Germany in
eighteenth-century Britain, especially when the Hanoverian elector,
George Louis, became king of England in 1714?

The present study by Frauke Geyken, based on her Ph.D. thesis,
asks questions like this. Yet her interest is not merely to add British
images and perceptions of the Germans in the eighteenth century to
the present store of knowledge. Her intention is to record a corpus of
clichés and thus to develop a genealogy of stereotypes. At a second
level of analysis, Geyken is particularly interested in the relationship
between the British discourse on Germany and the construction of
British national self-images. How did the images of Germany and the
Germans function in the process of constructing identity? Further-
more, she asks whether a British identity or a notion of Britishness
already existed at that time, and if so, what it consisted of. This study
thus adds to British historical and literary research, but takes a dif-
ferent approach to the subject. Unlike Paul Langford, who defines
‘Englishness’ in terms of how others have seen the English and by
identifying characteristic features,1 Geyken reconstructs British
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national self-images out of the reflections of the British on the
Germans.

Geyken’s study is based on a wide range of sources and interpre-
tations, which have been catching up with recent discussions of work
on Britishness done by Linda Colley, Keith Robbins, and Paul
Langford. This book fills a gap. It considers, in addition to the estab-
lished research field of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, the
genesis of British images and perceptions of Germany. Geyken’s
interpretations of the way in which these images were functionalized
casts new light on aspects of the emergence and the development of
a British national self-image. The study will be of great use to histo-
rians and other readers.

The book itself is divided into two parts, reflecting the main issues
it addresses: Bilder (images) and Wahrnehmungen (perceptions). Gey-
ken starts by defining these two terms in relation to theoretical reflec-
tions and with special reference to the British case. What pictures did
the British have in mind when they thought about Germany and
Germans? Who was interested in Germany and for what purpose?
What types of texts transmitted knowledge about Germans?

Geyken goes beyond travel literature as a source. This was the
most popular literature in eighteenth-century Britain, and reflects the
images held by those Britons who were able to read and had the
opportunity to travel and to write. She adopts Michael Harbsmeier’s
(erroneously Habsmeier) approach, set out in 1982 and used ever
since by scholars examining the travellers themselves and their men-
talities.2 Another group of sources Geyken uses are encyclopaedias
and dictionaries, which take a longer-term perspective and are more
detailed and voluminous than travel literature. As a counterpoint to
these, Geyken argues, she includes pamphlets and the Gentleman’s
Magazine, which took a short-term perspective and dealt with current
events. Geyken’s source material shows the images and perceptions
of different social groups throughout different periods from the end
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of the seventeenth century to the nineteenth century. To use all these
various sources is an ambitious undertaking.

In the methodological and conceptual sections of the book the
author deals with the important discussion of the demand for inter-
disciplinary research. The study draws on historical research on the
eighteenth century by Jeremy Black, John Brewer, and Roy Porter on
the one hand, and by Hermann Wellenreuther and Michael Maurer
on the other. Geyken includes research by scholars in the field of
images and perceptions, in particular, on Germany (Deutschland-
bilder). Unlike those scholars, however, Geyken is not investigating
the distinction between image and reality. Rather, she concentrates on
what the texts reveal about their writers. Thus she asks what meaning
her sources produced within the broader political, social, and cultur-
al framework. The methodological approach taken by Jürgen
Osterhammel in his book Die Entzauberung Asiens,3 also influenced the
present study in so far as Osterhammel looks at texts and authors in
their cultural context, and asks who travelled and who wrote.

The first part of Geyken’s book is descriptive and presents British
images of Germany and Germans which provide the background for
further analysis. In this attempt to demonstrate what the British
knew about Germany, the focus is on travel literature, encyclopae-
dias, and dictionaries. At the beginning of the eighteenth century
only a few British travellers went to particular parts of Germany,
such as Westphalia, on their way to Italy. Even after the Hanoverian
succession there was still little interest in Germany. Some travellers
went to look at King George I’s country, curious to see how small it
was. It was not until the middle of the century, after Rousseau’s ideas
about nature had had an impact, that Germany became part of the
Grand Tour. Although the route did not change, more attention was
paid to Dresden and its king, August the Strong, and from 1740 to
Berlin and the young Prussian king, Frederick II. Travellers were
attracted by the Rhineland landscape, which became even more pop-
ular at the beginning of the nineteenth century. None the less, knowl-
edge of German geography improved only slowly.

The chapter explains the development of British travel and trav-
el literature, and contains many references to travel books in support
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of the argument that travellers or armchair-travellers had a certain
amount of knowledge about Germany before they even started their
journeys. Geyken draws upon a wide range of dictionaries and sim-
ilar sources to identify the information that they added to contem-
porary knowledge of Germany. She concludes that both sources
influenced each other and that they had a strong impact on building
up images of Germany. However, the country did not occupy a larg-
er part of the British imagination until the end of the eighteenth cen-
tury.

This chapter describes how the British saw German topographical
and geographical conditions as well as political relations. This pro-
duces a group of stereotypes which Geyken categorizes under the
following headings: anthropological, social, political, and ‘The
German as such’ (‘Der Deutsche an sich’). In this chapter, reference is
made to pamphlets as a source. The analysis shows that contradicto-
ry stereotypes existed side-by-side. Some had disappeared by the
end of the century, such as the stereotype of German alcoholism,
while others, such as German militarism, changed their meaning. All
of the clichés originated in the period before the eighteenth century.
Examples from writers are presented, in particular, descriptions of
‘the German’ from Tacitus’s Germania.

The larger, second part of the study is analytical. Geyken address-
es the question of how certain aspects of images and perceptions of
Germany and the Germans functioned within the framework of the
eighteenth century, and investigates the process by which the British
self-image was constructed. She concentrates on four different topics:
politics, religion, history, and culture. Geyken’s approach will be
illustrated here by reference to politics. She begins by taking a close
look at pamphlets and articles from the Gentleman’s Magazine in the
broader context of discourse analysis. Then she relates particular
images of King George I and Hanover to specific circumstances, such
as the Hanoverian succession and the Silesian Wars. Geyken points
out that at the beginning of the eighteenth century the discussion of
the Hanoverian succession was a major issue in British public dis-
course. While pamphletists and journalists had no particular interest
in either George I or in Hanover itself, Geyken can show that Han-
over was used to criticize particular political developments in
Britain, such as the debate about Hanoverian soldiers in the 1740s,
Britain’s position between Europe and America, and the question of
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a standing army. The personal union between England and Hanover
changed the premisses of English politics. This led to fears as
expressed in Edmund Waller’s statement: ‘Hanover robbed us of the
benefit of being an island’, which is used for the chapter title.

In similar vein, Geyken shows how perceptions of German reli-
gion, history, and culture were relevant to the construction and main-
tenance of a positive national self-image. She demonstrates that
images changed and emerged in particular situations. The meaning
of the image was dictated by this situation, rather than developed by
the accumulation of knowledge over a period of time. It is remark-
able to see how pamphletists, for example, wrote about another
country, although they were less interested in it than in their own
country.

In the final chapter Geyken concludes her interpretations of pre-
vious research. Her thoughts on the issue of the emergence of
‘Britishness’ are noteworthy. In contrast to Eric Evans, Hermann
Wellenreuther, and Linda Colley, who date the development of
national consciousness to around 1760, the end of the Seven Years
War, or the time after 1770, Geyken suggests an earlier date. She
argues that the British component in the pamphlets concerning the
debate about Hanover in the 1740s is very strong. This argument
worked as a ‘catalyst for the development of Britishness’ (p. 296), for
example, in the anti-European position or in the case of religion. By
the 1750s the British national self-image had developed certain
forms. The basis had been created, even though the loss of the
American colonies and the French Revolution led to some shifting of
positions.

Frauke Geyken has produced an important book. It will inspire a
discussion about the relationship between Britain and Germany. The
author contributes the British image of Germany and Germans to the
research and surveys the development of Deutschlandbilder from the
end of the seventeenth century to, in some cases, almost the twenti-
eth century. She points out that British writers expressed many of
their self-images by providing a substantial amount of detail, thus
gaining awareness of ‘Britishness’. Geyken also demonstrates that
various texts shaped the emergence of a national self-consciousness.
Her book is well-written and generally illuminating. It would have
been useful to have a subject and a name index. 
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EDITHA ULRICH is completing her Ph.D. thesis on ‘England in den
Darstellungen deutschsprachiger Reiseberichte vor dem Hinter-
grund der deutsch-britischen Beziehungen (1871–1914)’ at the Uni-
versity of Jena.
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