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DAVID ROLLASON, CONRAD LEYSER, and HANNAH WILLIAMS
(eds.), England and the Continent in the Tenth Century: Studies in Honour
of Wilhelm Levison (1876–1947), Studies in the Early Middle Ages, 37
(Turnhout: Brepols Publishers NV, 2010), xxvi + 573 pp. ISBN 978 2
503 53208 0. €115.00

This edited volume comprises twenty-five papers delivered in Dur -
ham in 2007 at a conference held to mark the sixtieth anniversary of
the death of Wilhelm Levison (1876–1947). In keeping with Levison’s
academic lifework, most notably his celebrated lecture series England
and the Continent in the Eighth Century, the international authors con-
tributing to this book set out to investigate the political, ecclesiastical,
legal, economic, and cultural relationships between Anglo-Saxon
Eng land and the Continent in the tenth century. As editor Conrad
Leyser points out in his introduction, the aim of the 2007 conference
and its proceedings was ‘to set down in writing the oral “lore” of
Levison—a living tradition for the postwar generation of medieval-
ists, but by no means self-evident to their twenty-first-century suc-
cessors’ (p. 1). Leyser goes on to establish that the ex plicit intention
of this volume is to combine contemporary currents in Con tin ental
and especially English history with more ‘traditional’ ap proaches to
the period under consideration, thereby perpetuating Levison’s semi-
nal work in what is now the second decade of the twenty-first century.

The book is structured into five sections, each of which contains
between three and eight essays pertaining to a specific aspect of the
cross-Channel relationship during the tenth century. The first, and by
far the largest, section is dedicated to examining the different ‘Route -
ways, Contacts, and Attitudes’ which connected England and the
Continent at the end of the early Middle Ages. In their opening essay,
Stéphane LeBecq and Alban Gautier investigate the economic and
naval aspects of these routeways by looking at the existence of mer-
chants’ relationships between England, Scandinavia, and mainland
Europe (predominantly late/post-Carolingian Francia). They argue
that in the period under consideration trading activities were re new -
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ed, with the city and harbour of London representing a vital focal
point. John Insley presents a detailed study of Continental Ger manic
personal names which resurfaced in tenth-century England, drawing
attention to the need to consider distributional and chronological fac-
tors very carefully before reaching conclusions concerning the dialec-
tal provenance of such naming phenomena. He nevertheless con-
cludes that the majority of moneyers’ names occurring in tenth-cen-
tury England betray a West Frankish typology.

Andreas Bihrer’s contribution on Anglo-Saxons in the tenth-cen-
tury Reich eventually shifts the geographical focus away from Eng -
land, mainly by highlighting the crucial role played by English exiles,
abbots, wives, and messengers on the Continent in establishing what
he calls a ‘mid-distance relationship’ between England and the Reich.
Steven Vanderputten’s study of Flemish monasticism and its contacts
with tenth and early eleventh-century England, in particular, with the
archbishopric of Canterbury, persuasively reassesses former trends in
scholarship by placing the surviving sources in their original regional
context. He considers the Flemish monasteries as attempting to estab-
lish, and consolidate, functional networks on an international scale.
An even closer look at the written sources and their composition is
provided by Richard Gameson, who meticulously traces the work of
an itinerant English illuminator towards the end of the tenth century,
considering both monastic and secular backgrounds. He convincing-
ly suggests the possibility that the itinerant master was, in fact, a lay-
man rather than a cleric. In similar fashion, albeit taking a rather dif-
ferent methodological approach, Michael Wood develops an insight-
ful personal and professional profile for a Carolingian scholar, work-
ing and teaching at King Æthelstan’s court. This essay is particularly
valu able in adding specific and tangible evidence to a period of which,
as Wood points out, we often only have fragmentary knowledge.

Francesca Tinti presents a more general view of the relationships
between England and the Roman papacy during the tenth century,
based primarily on a series of surviving papal letters. According to
Tinti, relationships between the Curia and England in the period
under consideration by and large remained rather affectionate. Con -
cluding the first section is Marco Mostert’s intriguing case study of
relations between Fleury and England during the period under con-
sideration, which he bases on both discursive arguments and the sur-
viving manuscript evidence. Despite its inventorial nature, Mostert’s
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essay is one of the strongest contributions to the volume, employing
an inductive approach which allows for compelling arguments based
on a selection of pertinent examples.

The second section of the volume is entitled ‘Kingship, Royal
Models, and Dynastic Strategies’, and offers a somewhat more con-
cise focus than the preceding section. Its five essays  interrelate very
well and offer a broad perspective from both sides of the English
Channel. Veronica Ortenberg begins by asking why the involvement
of the English King Æthelstan would have mattered in tenth-century
Continental affairs, especially considering intermarriage and dynas-
tic ties. She regards Æthelstan as having been, ‘culturally and ideo-
logically, an English Carolingian, if not even an English Charle -
magne’ (p. 235). Just how important such cross-Channel affairs and
shared Anglo-Frankish ideologies were in securing the standing and
prestige of Anglo-Saxon royal families on the Continent is further
underlined by Sarah Foot’s compelling investigation of West Saxon
dynastic strategies and heritage politics. Foot demonstrates that in -
ter marriage was among the most essential means by which
Æthelstan sought, and indeed managed, to make a name for himself
beyond the Channel.

The study of monastic reform and royal ideology offered by
Simon MacLean dovetails neatly with this topic, as he also chooses
examples associated with the female members of Æthelstan’s lineage
and their relationship with important families and institutions on the
Continent to underpin his analysis. He argues that there was a strong
interdependence between the influential monastic institutions and
their secular patrons, both male and female. A more direct compari-
son between royal circles in England and on the European mainland
is provided by David A. Warner in his study of Anglo-Saxon and
Ottonian coronations and the specific ideology which underlay them.
He concludes his argument by advocating a more comparative per-
spective on coronation rituals for future research. This comparative
approach is maintained in the next and final contribution to this sec-
tion, in which Janet L. Nelson offers a more general, yet highly con-
vincing, view of visions and practices of tenth-century kingship on
both sides of the Channel.

The third section comprises three papers dealing with the dynam-
ics of ‘Law and the Working of Government’. Thomas Zotz opens the
section with an essay on kingship and royal palaces in the Ottonian
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realm, which he considers in direct comparison with the situation in
England around the same time. Zotz concludes that, in terms of the
practice of government, little difference existed between the two
realms. David Pratt’s discussion of written law and the communica-
tion of authority in tenth-century England once again draws atten-
tion to royal circles in the reign of King Æthelstan, emphasizing the
importance of written legal contracts for maintaining the king’s
peace. Charles West closes the section with a study of legal culture in
tenth-century Lotharingia, thus adding a valuable Con tin ental per-
spective to the topic, whilst also discussing a selection of manu -
scripts. He arrives at the conclusion that, on a larger scale, Loth ar -
ingia and England in the tenth century represented loosely connect-
ed yet mutually related societies.

The fourth section offers an investigation of ‘The Church:
Organization and Culture’. The first of five papers is Wendy Davies’s
enquiry into the organization of the Spanish church in the tenth cen-
tury, and the ways in which it differed from its Anglo-Saxon coun-
terpart. Whilst demonstrating how England in many respects repre-
sented a ‘case apart’, Davies also provides persuasive evidence of a
number of striking similarities between the English system and the
ecclesiastical organization of medieval Spain. Stefan Brink provides a
view of Scandinavian forms of pastoral care, with a strong focus on
Sweden’s early ecclesiastical organization. Sarah Hamilton’s essay on
the early English pontificals then moves on to compare Anglo-Saxon
and Continental evidence on her chosen subject. Jesse D. Billet’s con-
tribution looks at a somewhat later period, that is, late Anglo-Saxon
England, and concentrates on the secular clergy and its members’
provision of the divine office. Based on a substantial number of man-
uscripts, Billet’s essay concludes that amongst the more important
innovations achieved by the monastic reform movement was the
liturgical adoption of the Benedictine cursus. The last essay in this
section is, again, a more specialized case study by Brigitte Meijns,
who considers relic relations as a potential key to Anglo-Flemish
relations during the late ninth and early tenth centuries.

The final section of the volume is entitled ‘The Vision of the Past’.
It brings together different studies of how people during the period
under consideration conceived of, as well as used, their past in his-
torical and historiographical discourse. Thomas F. X. Noble opens
the section with a discussion of a number of tenth-century historians



and their respective interest in, and treatment of, the past. Julia
Crick’s paper is concerned with the role of forgeries in reconstruc-
tions of a distinctively ‘English’ past during the tenth century.
Concluding the section, and the book, is Yann Coz’s insightful inves-
tigation of how Roman history was perceived and utilized in Anglo-
Saxon England.

In conclusion, the volume’s broad topical horizon, combining var-
ious aspects of the complex relationship between England and its
neighbours beyond the Channel, is laudable indeed. Moreover, the
editors and contributors have maintained a careful balance between
specialized case studies and more general overviews throughout.
This is a particularly judicious approach, considering this volume’s
ultimately successful attempt to provide an interdisciplinary discus-
sion aimed at a period which, as Conrad Leyser aptly puts it in his
introduction, ‘must still play Cinderella to her sisters, the ninth and
eleventh centuries’ (p. 10). Perhaps, however, more attention could
have been paid to broadening the chronological horizon just a little
further to include later developments of the early to mid eleventh
century. Some of the contributors actually do adopt this approach
and the benefit is evident: it facilitates a broader comparative per-
spective on the period under consideration and helps to bring out
with greater precision specific differences and similarities with later
centuries, especially with regard to the Norman/Anglo-Norman
period. In addition, the interdisciplinary approach could arguably
have been taken even further to include a wider range of, for example,
philological, archaeological, or theological papers. Over all, however,
these are relatively minor criticisms, and it is important to acknowl-
edge that the volume makes an immensely valuable contribution to a
scholarly tradition that still owes much to, whilst also developing in
various important directions from, the remarkable work of Wilhelm
Levison.

BENJAMIN POHL is a graduate student at the University of Bam -
berg, and a member of the DFG Research Training Group Gen er -
ational Consciousness and Generation Conflicts in Antiquity and the
Middle Ages.
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