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‘The whole point about writing a history about a country is that we
can liberate ourselves from the dead hand of the past. The whole
point of knowing about the past of humanity in Australia is to pre-
vent all of us, the Aborigines, the British, the Europeans, and the
Asians, from being doomed to go on repeating the past.’ These words
from Manning Clark’s Eric Johnstone Lecture, delivered in Darwin
on 1 July 1987, are reprinted on the first page of David S. Bird’s Nazi
Dreamtime: Australian Enthusiasts for Hitler’s Germany. As recent stud-
ies in German by Johannes Voigt (2011) and Hermann Mückler,
Gabriele Weichart, and Friedrich Edelmayer (2013) have reminded
us,1 it was some time before the former British dominions in the
South Seas came to terms with the fissures, inconsistencies, and leg-
ends of their history, thereby trying, in Manning Clark’s words, to
liberate themselves from the dead hand of the past. Clark’s words
could therefore also have been put on the front of Andrew Francis’s
book on the treatment of enemy aliens in New Zealand, replacing
‘Australia’ with ‘New Zealand’ and ‘Aborigines’ with ‘Maoris’. Both
books deal with chapters of their country’s history which forced
them to give up ideas about themselves that they had grown accus-
tomed to and that were dear to their hearts. The fact that there were
enthusiasts for Hitler even as far away as Australia, and that New
Zealand’s dealings with enemy aliens in the First World War were no
better than Australia’s, as described in 1989 by Gerhard Fischer,2 are
some aspects of the past that the two nations would like to undo as
much as possible in the present.
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Bird’s study deals with those Australians who were attracted to
Nazi Germany and, to a varying extent, to National Socialist ideolo-
gy after Hitler’s seizure of power in 1933. The author’s main aim is to
write a history of the men and women he describes as ’well-meaning
dreamers’ or fellow-travellers—writers, poets, mystics, academic
thinkers, and sometimes just tourists. Most of those who visited
Germany in the 1930s, including members of government such as
attorney-general Robert Menzies (who later denied it) were im-
pressed by what they saw. They regarded the National Socialist lead-
ership as of high quality, and the patriotism they observed as deep
rooted. The German example was often taken as a model around
which to construct new concepts of nationalism in Australia, whether
in the form of imperial patriotism, extreme Australian chauvinism, or
even a white ‘Dreamtime’, a bizarre concept that postulated an
‘Aryan’ aboriginality. This latter view ‘accepted the aboriginal con-
cept of “Dreamtime” (Alcheringa) as a fitting symbol in the hope that it
could provide the key for a broader, white Australian “Dreamtime”’
(p. 166).

Bird begins with a short overview of authoritarian, fascist, and
National Socialist groups in Australia, pointing out that the different
movements did not agree amongst each other about Australia’s
future political structure, or which foreign model to follow. At the
beginning the main focus is on Eric Campbell’s New Guard. Bird
calls him a ‘dictator with nobody to dictate to’ (p. 15). Although one
of the members of his organization managed to disrupt the official
opening of the Sydney Harbour Bridge, Campbell’s movement was
not recognized by the leaders of fascist Italy or National Socialist
Germany. Other Nazi enthusiasts in Australia, such as A. R. Mills,
did not fare much better, but were nevertheless proud to call them-
selves ‘National Socialists’ (p. 31), at least for a while. Bird names a
few men and women who later denied that they were Nazi enthusi-
asts or had spoken positively about Hitler’s Germany. In five chap-
ters Bird portrays the people who were, to a greater or lesser degree,
part of a group of Nazi enthusiasts. Among them were W. J. ‘Billy’
Miles, the financial brawn and journalistic brain behind the ideas of
the Australia First Movement (p. 54); P. R. ‘Inky’ Stephensen, a for-
mer Communist who became the main editor of the right wing
Publicist; Adela Pankhurst Walsh and her husband Tom Walsh, who,
however, always refused to accept anti-Semitism as an integral part
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of National Socialism (pp. 92–7); writers such as Xavier Herbert, Rex
Ingamells, and Miles Franklin; and Odinists such as A. R. Mills and
Hardy Wilson. Bird describes their lives in a detailed but rather inco-
herent manner. Sometimes it might have been better for the author to
look at what held these men and women together rather than pro-
viding such detailed accounts of individual lives and views. On the
other hand, Bird provides interesting insights into the thinking of
some important Australian academics and writers, such as Xavier
Herbert, Ian Mudie, Alan Chisholm, Augustin Lodewycks, and the
latter’s well known son-in-law, Manning Clark. All of them—even if
they never acknowledged it after the war—had shown some sympa-
thy for National Socialist and/or Australia First ideas, although
almost never openly. Clark was never an enthusiast for Hitler’s ide-
ology, but was impressed and inspired by Nazi architecture (pp.
208–13).

The second part of Bird’s book, comprising chapters 8 to 12, deals
with the Second World War period when it became more difficult to
show sympathy for ideas of a ‘Nazi Dreamtime’. Some of those who
had been attracted to Nazi Germany, National Socialist ideology,
and/or the ideas of Australia First began to distance themselves
explicitly, as in the case of Manning Clark, whereas others, such as
Melanie O’Loughlin, Hardy Wilson, and A. R. Mills became more
radical. While their focus before the war had been on cultural and lit-
erary aspects, during the war the aims of Nazi enthusiasts became
more political. In chapter 10 Bird looks in greater detail at poet Ian
Mudie, who in July 1941 put forward Stephensen as the leader
Australia so desperately needed, and tried to gain the support of fel-
low writers for a more political movement. In this context Mudie
stressed that Australians were not Europeans. He claimed to be con-
fident that a new Dreamtime was near, when sheep would give way
to kangaroos and ‘Europecentricity’ [sic] would finally be overcome
(pp. 281–7). It is a pity that Bird discusses these ideas only in regard
to an ‘Australian völkisch movement’ (p. 286) and research on
National Socialist ideology, and not against the background of recent
postcolonial research and the concepts of global history.

In his final two chapters the author deals with the reticence of the
Australian authorities in dealing with Nazi enthusiasts at the end of
1941 and early in 1942, and with the internment of some of the major
figures of the Australia First movement in March 1942. Unfortunately,
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Bird hardly discusses the issue of internment itself, focusing instead
on Ian Mudie’s loyalty to the interned Stephensen and the distance
that Rex Ingamells tried to keep in order to protect his Jindywoborak
Movement from the Australian authorities. In the last chapter Bird
also includes information about four Australians who participated in
the activities of the Nazi-sponsored British Free Corps, and Kay de
Haas, an Australian woman who supported the Nazi propaganda
effort during the war and was therefore banned from returning to her
home country after 1945 until her brother’s intervention finally
allowed her to go back. These examples are not really linked to the
rest of the book and therefore seem a little out of place. They confirm
the impression that the author’s main contribution has been to collect
material on Nazi enthusiasts in Australia. This material is still wait-
ing to be put into the context of a global history of enthusiasm for
Nazi ideas before and during the Second World War. The lack of a
conclusion is typical for a book which is more of a ‘quarry’ for further
research than a thorough analysis of the Nazi Dreamtime.

Andrew Francis’s study of dealings with enemy aliens in New
Zealand during the First World War includes the global context to a
much larger extent than Bird’s study. It constitutes the long-awaited
complement to Gerhard Fischer’s 1989 work on the issue in Australia.
Francis is also much more aware than Bird of recent research on pro-
imperial sentiments and issues of citizenship and national identity
within the British Empire. It is therefore a little surprising that the
author begins with an uncritical and unreflected presentation of the
enthusiasm for war in New Zealand, which he calls an ‘extension of
the European mood’ (p. 1). Given that, according to Australian and
European studies, the enthusiasm at the beginning of the war was to
a large extent a constructed phenomenon of the middle classes, this
reviewer would have expected the author to have been a little more
critical on this issue. Francis continues with an analysis of immigra-
tion in New Zealand and the various laws governing this. Although
the country was open to migrants from all parts of the world, British
settlers always remained a large majority and minorities, especially
those from China and the Dalmatian part of the Austro-Hungarian
monarchy, often suffered prejudice, especially at times of war or eco-
nomic crisis. Settlers of German origin were at first not affected by
the worsening global relationship between Britain and Germany
(Boer War, maritime build-up, German expansion into the South
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Pacific), although the press became more critical of the Hohenzollern
empire. What happened, however, was that issues of Britishness and
loyalty to the mother country and the Empire became more and more
important. The groundwork for the virulent anti-German campaign
during the Great War was thus laid (p. 46).

Francis’s second chapter deals with New Zealand’s response to
the outbreak of the war, which he describes as one of ‘overwhelming
enthusiasm’ (p. 67) with only very few dissenting voices. Whether
they were German troops in Belgium or German-born settlers in New
Zealand, they at once became a problem that had to be dealt with.
There was no differentiation, and settlers of Scandinavian or Swiss
origin could not be sure of not becoming a target of anti-German
activities. Naturalization, which had been handled in a very liberal
manner in New Zealand before 1914, was no help at all. Right from
the start of the war, but more so after the sinking of the Lusitania and
the beginning of the Gallipoli campaign, which saw a rising number
of New Zealand war dead, pressure from the press to do something
about enemy aliens began to mount. As in Britain and Australia
(Francis refers to the studies by Panayi and Fischer3), the New
Zealand government took measures against men of enemy origin,
both naturalized and not naturalized, mainly in response to these
growing demands from the public and the press. Unfortunately, in
this context Francis discusses only the years at the beginning and the
end of the war, but has nothing to say about 1916, which in terms of
the British Empire was significant in regard to the intensification of
the war effort.

The author then looks at living conditions in the two main intern-
ment camps at Somes Island near Wellington and Motuihi Island
close to Auckland, where German and Austro-Hungarian citizens,
and later also naturalized settlers of German origin, were at first
interned. Interestingly, Francis includes a map (opposite p. 152), on
which he shows what parts of New Zealand were settled by immi-
grants from German-speaking Europe. On this map the author also
includes Swiss and Polish migrants, about whom it would have been
interesting to read more than just that many of the non-British set-
tlers who were not German were mistaken as such and vilified in a
similar manner (p. 16). In regard to the living conditions in the camps
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Francis again focuses on press demands not to favour those who
were better off. Here, too, it would have been interesting to find out
more about life in the internment camps, perhaps something similar
to Nadine Helmi and Gerhard Fischer’s 2011 account of the life of
German internees in Australia during the First World War.4

Francis then looks at a single case, that of George von Zedlitz, a
German-born professor of modern languages at Wellington’s
Victoria College. Unlike other German residents, he was not dis-
missed from his post at the outbreak of the war, and therefore
became the focus of anti-German feelings. The affair finally turned
from an internal university matter into a national crusade. Zedlitz’s
offer of resignation was not accepted by the College Council, and he
was finally dismissal under the terms of the Alien Enemy Teachers’
Act, passed by parliament in 1915 in response to public pressure. In
this chapter Francis is at his best, as he is able to show the inconsis-
tencies of New Zealand’s policy on enemy aliens. Zedlitz was dis-
missed—and not reinstated after the war—but received a year’s
salary as compensation and words of regret from the College Council
(pp. 153–80).

In the following two chapters Francis links the policy on enemy
aliens to economic warfare in the form of Imperial and New Zealand
Trading with the Enemy legislation, and compares the New Zealand
experience with that of Canada. Not surprisingly, many companies
tried to profit from the war by accusing business rivals of being
German. As across the Tasman Sea in Australia, measures were taken
to displace German economic interests after the war. Unfortunately,
Francis does not discuss the influence of the economic war confer-
ences in Paris in 1915 and 1916 on New Zealand policy, the role of the
country in the global economic war, or the impact of economic war-
fare on New Zealand’s internal economy. This would probably have
gone beyond the scope of this book. This critique, however, might
encourage the author to undertake another study, looking at New
Zealand’s experience of economic warfare. Francis’s penultimate
chapter is more convincing, as it compares New Zealand’s experi-
ence with that of Canada. Here he shows that alternatives were pos-
sible if New Zealanders had been as mature in regard to their sense
of nationhood as Canadians, and had trusted their government to
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deal with things if necessary (pp. 247–9). The author, however, could
have delved more closely into the issue of what greater maturity in
regard to the sense of nationhood might mean.

Francis finishes his study by remarking that New Zealand was
never more British than during the First World War, and that the
press played a large part in conveying the hatred of Germans that
was never as great during the Second World War as during the First
World War. He ends with the words: ‘Lessons, it seems, had been
learnt’ (p. 267). This brings us back to Manning Clark’s words quot-
ed at the beginning of this review, to the effect that the whole point
of knowing about the past is to prevent us from being doomed to go
on repeating it. For all their weaknesses, the two studies by Bird and
Francis have the merit that they focus on aspects of the history of
Australia and New Zealand that are not well known so far, at least in
Europe, and that deserve greater attention from academics in a disci-
pline that aims for a more global approach to its subject.

DANIEL MARC SEGESSER is Privatdozent in Modern and Contem-
porary History at the University of Berne. His main publications
include Der Erste Weltkrieg in globaler Perspektive (3rd edn. 2013); Recht
statt Rache oder Rache durch Recht? Kriegsverbrechen in der interna-
tionalen wissenschaftlichen Debatte 1872–1945 (2010); and Empire und
Totaler Krieg: Australien 1905–1918 (2002).
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