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The present volume is the outcome of a workshop on ‘Networks of
Paupers and Debtors: Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches to
Forms of Monetary Dependence in the Modern Period’, which was
held at the German Historical Institute London on 24–26 February
2011 and was organized by the GHIL and the Research Cluster ‘Social
Dependencies and Social Networks’, jointly conducted by the Johann
Gutenberg University Mainz and Trier University. The work shop
focused on the importance of social networks for gaining access to
credit and material support at times of hardship and in situations of
material and social dependence. Conversely, it also investigated the
function of networks for the creditors, in particular, for gathering
information on the trustworthiness of their debtors. 

Over the past decades, network analysis has developed into one
of the most interesting and complex tools of analysis in the social sci-
ences. Because historical data is often too heterogeneous to provide
an adequate basis for long-term data series, historians have been
reluctant to adopt rigorous quantitative forms of network analysis
and generally prefer a more metaphorical use of the term. Historical
network analysis is not impossible, however, and quantitative meth-
ods can be applied in social history and combined with qualitative
research in a number of ways. This volume brings together a broad
spectrum of such research in the specific field of debt and credit rela-
tionships from the sixteenth to the twentieth century.

In the process of preparing this book for publication the editors
have incurred many debts. Apart from the authors who revised their
essays for this publication, we would like to thank all the other par-
ticipants in the workshop for their contributions and comments. We
would also like to thank the authors for their patience in bearing with
us through the slow process of editing this volume. Our special
thanks, however, go to Jane Rafferty who translated and edited the
essays, and Angela Davies who typeset the volume. Both from the
German Historical Institute, their experience and help proved invalu-
able at all stages of the production of this volume.
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