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PREFACE 

The current issue of the Bulletin refl ects the rich diversity of histori-
cal topics addressed in the German Historical Institute’s research, 
conferences, and lectures. The history of science, legal history, 
contemporary history, gender history, the history of sexuality, and 
the history of religion are all represented in this issue’s articles. 
In last fall’s Annual Lecture, Margit Szöllösi-Janze addressed the 
relationship between science and politics by examining the politi-
cal attitudes, actions, and practices of Albert Einstein, Fritz Haber, 
and Max Planck during the Weimar Republic. Looking well beyond 
the realm of political rhetoric, her article investigates the crucial 
question of to what extent these scientists promoted democratic 
practices in scientifi c organizations such as the Kaiser-Wilhelm-
Society and the German Research Foundation. Cathryn Carson’s 
comment takes Szöllösi-Janze’s presentation as a starting point to 
raise important questions regarding the social and political infl u-
ence of scientists and the defi nition of democracy. 

The theme of democracy was also prominent in last fall’s Bucerius 
and Hertie Lectures, both of which are published in this issue. The 
2008 Gerd Bucerius Lecture was delivered by Jutta Limbach, for-
mer chief judge of the German Federal Constitutional Court, who 
examined a topic of recent legal and constitutional history, namely 
the relationship between two fundamental rights that are in tension 
with one another in every modern democracy: human dignity and 
the freedom of the press. While Limbach outlined the develop-
ment of a kind of democratic jurisprudence by the West German 
constitutional court over several decades, our Hertie Lecturer spoke 
about the much more rapid triumph of democracy in East Germany. 
Marianne Birthler, the Commissioner for the Records of the Ministry 
for State Security of the Former GDR, provided a perfect combina-
tion of eyewitness testimony and critical analysis of the crucial 
events of October 1989 that led to what she called “the peaceful 
revolution” of 1989. She closes with trenchant refl ections on the 
ways in which these events are remembered almost twenty years 
later. We are grateful to the ZEIT-Stift ung Ebelin and Gerd Bucerius 
and to the Hertie Stift ung for sponsoring these lectures.

Two other articles present the work of two junior scholars whose 
innovative work has been recognized and supported by the German 
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Historical Institute. In the article “Gender, Sexuality, and Belong-
ing,” Marti Lybeck, the winner of the 2008 Fritz Stern Dissertation 
Prize (awarded annually by the Friends of the GHI), provides an 
overview of her pioneering dissertation research on female ho-
mosexuality in Germany from 1890 to 1933. In the GHI Research 
section, GHI Research Fellow Uta Andrea Balbier’s “Billy Graham’s 
Crusades in the 1950s” presents her thought-provoking research 
on the rise of American neo-evangelicalism in the context of civil 
religion, media, and consumerism.

Regular readers will notice that this issue of the Bulletin sports 
a new cover and layout. This change is part of a larger project to 
redesign the Institute’s publications, communications, and inter-
net presence, all in an eff ort to communicate better with you—our 
colleagues, readers, and interlocutors. We hope you like the new 
design.

Hartmut Berghoff, Director
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