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R I C H A R D A . G E R B E R D I N G 

716: A C R U C I A L YEAR F O R C H A R L E S M A R T E L 

The early years of Charles Martel's life are all but obscured from th e historian's view. 
We know tha t h e was the so n o f Pippi n II an d becaus e hi s father wa s powerfu l an d 
famous, w e ar e reasonabl y wel l informe d abou t Charles ' paterna l origins . Th e 
historian, however , ha s a  fa r mor e cloude d vie w o f th e materna l sid e o f Martel' s 
family. Th e importan t contemporar y Neustria n chronicle , th e Liber  Historiae 
Francorum, assure s tha t h e wa s Pippin' s so n b y a  wife , tha t i s t o sa y no t b y a 
concubine1, an d th e firs t Continuato r o f Fredegar, who wrot e i n 736 when Martel 
firmly controlle d th e politica l rein s o f al l Francia , provide s u s wit h he r name , 
Alpaida2. Sinc e w e gai n littl e mor e direc t informatio n abou t th e materna l sid e o f 
Charles Martel' s famil y fro m th e reliabl e contemporar y sources , w e mus t procee d 
cautiously by inference an d deduction in order to flesh ou t this meagre sketch. I have 
argued elsewher e tha t Martel' s materna l famil y wa s tha t o f Dodo , hi s uncl e an d 
Alpaida's brother , a  powerful domesticus  fro m th e area around Liège, and that i t was 
the political strengt h provide d b y thi s family whic h equippe d hi m fo r hi s importan t 
military victor y ove r th e Neustrians , a  victory whic h cam e a t Amblève in Apri l o f 
7163. I n thi s presen t pape r I  shoul d lik e tur n t o anothe r questio n concernin g th e 
early politica l caree r o f Charle s Martel: How an d whe n wa s h e abl e t o expan d hi s 
power bas e beyond tha t which h e had a t Amblève to the poin t wher e h e could gai n 
what turne d ou t t o b e th e decidin g victor y ove r th e Neustrian s a t Vinch y o n 
21 March, 717 and then go on to snatch control of the Pippinid family awa y from hi s 
more powerfu l stepmother , Plectrud ? 

In th e famil y successio n struggl e whic h followe d th e Deat h o f Pippi n II i n 714, 
Plectrud seeme d destined to maintain her firm control . She was rich in her own righ t 
and cam e from a  powerful famil y wit h grea t landed wealt h o n th e middle Moselle 4. 

1 »ex ali a uxore « (Libe r Historia e Francorum , ch.49 , ed . Brun o KRUSCH , Hannove r 1888 [MGH SR M 
II], p . 324). 

2 Pippinus alia m duxit uxorem nobilem et eligantem nomin e Chalpaida ... (Fredega r Continuation, ch . 6, 
in: J. M. WALLACE-HADRILL, Th e Fourth Boo k o f Fredegar with it s Continuations, Westport, Connec-
ticut reprin t 1981, p. 86). 

3 Richard A . GERBERDING, The Ris e o f The Carolingian s An d The Libe r Historia e Francorum , Oxford : 
Clarendon Press , 1987, pp. 116-133. 

4 The elucidation o f the postion o f Plectrud' s famil y wa s largely the work o f Camille WAMPACH (Irmina 
von Öre n un d ihr e Familie , in : Triere r Zeitschrif t fü r Geschicht e un d Kuns t de s Trierer Lande s un d 
seiner Nachbargebiete 3  [1928] pp. 144-154; and in the introductio n t o hi s Geschichte de r Grundherr -
schaft Echternac h i m Frühmittelalte r 1-1 : Textband , Luxembourg 1930, pp. 113-138. Hereafter, 
WAMPACH, Echternach , 1-1) . Wampac h argues tha t Plectrud is th e daughte r o f Irmin a o f Ören, the 
founder o f Echternach . Hi s argument s ste m fro m a  carefu l scrutin y o f Echternach' s an d othe r 
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In he r grandson , Theodoald, sh e had Pippin' s designate d successo r a s mayor o f th e 
palace5, sh e controlle d th e Pippini d famil y treasure 6, an d sh e wa s recognize d a s 
Austrasia's leader by the Neustrians and non-Frankish powers7. Martel, on the othe r 
hand, seeme d t o hav e al l th e card s stacke d agains t him . H e ha d bee n recentl y 
imprisoned b y Plectrud 8, h e was not hi s father's designate d successo r a s mayor, an d 
in a t leas t on e importan t case , tha t o f Sustern , nort h o f Maastricht , h e ha d bee n 
excluded from inheritin g and controlling Pippinid lands9. How then was this decided 
underdog abl e t o achiev e victor y no t onl y ove r th e fa r mor e powerfu l branc h o f 
Pippin's famil y bu t eventuall y ove r th e res t o f th e Austrasian s an d ove r th e force s 
who rule d Neustria as well ? 

Since at Pippin's death, Martel was excluded by his stepmother from contro l of the 
poUtical resource s o f hi s paterna l family , h e dre w hi s firs t supporter s fro m hi s 
mother's side . Alpaida belonged t o the local nobility from th e middle Meuse, in an d 
around Liège. We hav e severa l indication s tha t thi s wa s thei r nativ e area . This wa s 
her brother's , Dodo's, sphere of activity 10. Godobald, on e of Dodo's followers , wh o 
along wit h hi m carrie d ou t th e murde r o f Lambert , bisho p o f Liège, in 703, came 
from Avroy , nea r Liège in th e Haspengau 11. A  stron g loca l traditio n connect s 
Alpaida, herself , with Jupille12 and Orp-le-Grand 13, an d i t i s in the Liégeois that w e 
hear o f Martel' s firs t militar y activities 14. 

monasteries' donation charter s an d ar e based largel y o n th e patterns o f th e family' s landholdings . H e 
lays asid e th e olde r ide a tha t Irmina' s famil y wa s connecte d t o th e Merovingia n roya l house . Bot h 
Theofrid, abbo t o f Echternac h (1081-1110) and autho r o f a  Vita Willibrordi, an d Theoderic, autho r o f 
Echternach's cartulary , th e Libe r Aureu s Epternacensi s (1192), claimed tha t Irmin a wa s th e daughte r 
of Kin g Dagobert I. (Theofrid , Vit a sancta e Irminae , include d withou t specia l introductor y notatio n 
by L. Weiland [ed. ] in: Chronicon Epternacense auetore Theoderico Monacho, Hannover 1874 [MGH 
SS 23] pp.48ff. Fo r Theoderic , se e no . 215 of th e cartular y in : Camille WAMPACH, Geschicht e de r 
Grundherrschaft Echternac h im  Frühmittelalter , 1-2 : Quellenband , Luxembourg 1930, p. 368. [Here-
after, WAMPACH, Echternach , 1-2 ] where; .. .ab Irmina,  filia  Dagoberti  regis... Wampac h considers 
this royal connectio n to hav e bee n a  legend whic h gre w u p nea r Ore n i n Trier i n Theoderic's da y i n 
which a  tenth-century charte r fo r Ore n forge d i n Dagobert Fs nam e may hav e had a  role. Diplomat a 
Spuria, ed . G . H. PERTZ, Hannove r 1872 [MGH Dipl. Imp. I] no . 52, pp. 169-170, where Irmin a i s 
called »fili a nostra«) . Eduard HLAWITSCHKA, (Zur landschaftliche n Herkunf t de r Karolinger , in : 
Rheinische Vierteljahrsblätter 2 7 [1962] pp. 6-14) builds on Wampach's work t o give a fuller pictur e of 
Plectrud's holdings . 

5 Theudoaldum vero,  iubente  avo,  in  aula regis  honorem patril sedem  sublimen instituunt LHF , ch . 50 
(see notel) p . 325). 

6 ibid. , chs. 52 and 53. 
7 ibid. , ch. 51. 
8 ibid. , ch. 51. 
9 Diplomata Maioru m Domu s e  stirp e Arnulforu m ed . G . H. PERTZ, Hannove r 1872 (MGH Dipl. 

Imp. I ) no . 6, pp. 95-96, and WAMPACH , Echternac h 1-2, no. 24, pp. 57-60. See: Franz FELTEN , Äbte 
und Laienäbt e i m Frankenreich , Stuttgar t 198 0 (Monographie n zu r Geschicht e de s Mittelalter s 20) , 
p. 129 . 

10 Vit a Landibert i Episcop i Traiectensi s Vetustissima , ch . 11, ed . B . KRUSCH, Hannove r 191 3 (MG H 
SRM VI) p . 365 . 

11 Miracul a S.Dionysii , the firs t miracl e o f whic h i s edite d b y KRUSC H in : Neues Archi v 1 8 (1893 ) 
p. 601 f. 

12 Sigebert o f Gembloux , Vit a Landiberti , ch . 18; Nicholas o f Liège, Vita Landiberti , ch . 16, both ed . 
B. KRUSC H (se e note 10); Theoderic Pauli' s Act a S Suidberti, Auetore Marcellino, ch . 25; and others . 

13 Joseph DEWEZ , Mémoire pou r servi r à  l'histoir e d'Alpaide, mère d e Charle s Martel , in : Nouveau x 
Mémoires d e l'Académie Royal e de s Science s e t Belles-lettres d e Bruxelles 3 (1826) pp. 337-339. 

14 LHF (see note 1) ch. 52. 
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At th e deat h o f Pippi n th e local s i n th e Maastricht-Liège area wer e bese t wit h a 
double danger . I n the north, Radbod, duk e of th e Frisians, took th e occasion to ally 
with th e Neustrians an d t o win bac k tha t par t o f Frisia n territor y whic h Pippi n ha d 
put under Frankish contro l in the 690s15. When Martel went ou t against the Frisians, 
he di d s o presumably wit h onl y a  local force , sinc e th e Liber  Historiae  Francorum 
uses th e phras e »his  ow n companions « (»sodalibu s suis«) to describ e Martel' s 
military losse s an d make s n o mentio n o f Plectrud . Martel suffered defeat 16. Th e 
Neustrians too , unde r thei r mayor , Raganfred , an d thei r newl y establishe d king , 
Chilperic, wh o wa s formerl y a  cleri c calle d Daniel , crosse d th e Ardenne s t o th e 
Rhine and Cologne , where they extracte d a  great amount o f treasur e from Plectrud . 
But a s the y wer e returnin g t o Neustria, in Marc h o r Apri l o f 71617, passing nea r 
Liège, Martel fell upo n the m a t Amblève18. This i s the firs t know n militar y succes s 
for th e futur e rule r o f al l Francia . 

It i s m y contentio n tha t th e are a aroun d Maastrich t an d Liège had lon g bee n a 
difficult on e fo r outsider s suc h a s the Pippinid s t o control . Befor e th e incursions o f 
the 690 s i n th e wak e o f Pippin' s Frisia n successes , neithe r hi s ow n no r Plectrud' s 
family seeme d t o hol d much , i f any , lan d i n th e area 19. There seeme d als o t o b e a 
great dea l o f resentmen t o n th e par t o f th e local s agains t outsider s a s evidenced b y 
their long history o f eithe r evicting or murdering the bishops imposed upo n them 20. 
Pippins's marriag e t o Alpaid a i n th e lat e 680 s seem s a n obviou s attemp t t o all y 
himself wit h the local powers o f the area. It was Martel, issue of thi s union, who fel l 
heir t o th e fortune s o f Dodo' s an d Alpaida' s famil y and , afte r Pippin' s deat h whe n 
Plectrud bega n t o tak e step s t o insur e th e successio n o f he r heir s an d t o exclud e 
Alpaida's (she actually imprisonned Martel for a  while)21, Dodo's family woul d hav e 
provided Martel with hi s mos t importan t support . Bu t scarcel y a  yea r later , th e 
disinherited heir , recentl y imprisone d b y hi s stepmother , an d defeate d b y th e 
Frisians, rendered a  combined force of Frisians and Neustrians a  resounding defeat a t 
Vinchy o n 21 March, 717. Obviously hi s followin g ha d grow n fro m tha t smal l bu t 
important force provided b y the followers o f his maternal family t o one well able t o 
compete successfull y i n the internationa l arena . How wa s thi s possible in so short a 
time? I  shal l argu e tha t Martel' s fortune s wer e vastl y augmente d i n th e fe w shor t 
months o f 716 and 717 between th e battle s o f Amblève and Vinch y b y th e 
disaffection o f th e powerfu l i n Plectrud' s camp , no t leas t o f who m wa s Plectrud' s 

15 716 : Annales Tiliani; Annales Sancti Amandi ; an d mense  martio,  Annales Petaviani, al l ed . 
G. H. PERTZ, Hannove r 1826 (MGH S S I) pp. 6-7. Annales Alamannici an d Annales Nazariani, bot h 
in: Walte r LEND I (ed.), Die Murbacher Annalen mit Edition, Freiburg/Switzerland 1971, pp. 148-149. 

16 Carlus quoque super  ipsos Frigiones inruit, ibique  maximum  dispendium  de sodalibus suis perpessus est, 
atque per  fugam delapsus,  abscessit (LHF [se e notel] ch.52) . 

17 The Annales S . Amandi dat e th e Frisia n incursio n i n Marc h o f 716 (see not e 15, p. 6). The battl e a t 
Amblève would hav e happened shortl y thereafter . 

18 LHF (se e notel ) ch.52 . 
19 See. GERBERDING (note 3) pp. 120-124. 
20 In th e earl y 650s , Bisho p Amandu s wa s drive n ou t (Vit a Amand i [se e not e 15] ch. 18); Bishop 

Theodard was murdered (Vita Landiberti Vet. [see note 10] ch. 4); in 675 Bishop Lambert was deposed 
(ibid., ch. 5); in 682 Bishop Pharamund was driven from the dioces (ibid., ch. 7); and although Lambert 
was reinstalled by Pippin , his secon d tenure ended in his murder in about 703 (ibid. , chh. 12-17). 

21 LHF (see not e 1) ch. 51. 
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own mos t importan t cleri c an d abbo t o f he r monaster y a t Echternach : th e Anglo -
Saxon, Willibrord . 

As with mos t learned cleric s of his age, Willibrord cam e from th e nobility. Alcui n 
and Beonrad (Abbo t o f Echternach , 776-797) belonged t o the same family22. We are 
reasonably wel l informe d abou t hi s caree r b y severa l contemporar y an d near -
contemporary sources . Bede, who died in 735, only five years earlier than Willibrord 
(739), mentions hi m i n severa l places , Alcuin wrot e a  vita o f him 23, an d h e figure s 
prominently i n th e man y survivin g charter s fro m th e earl y day s i n th e histor y o f 
Echternach24. I t is especially these charters which will aid us as we try t o discern th e 
events o f 716, the crucia l yea r i n th e earl y caree r o f Charle s Martel. 

Willibrord picke d a  significan t yea r t o begi n hi s missionar y activit y amon g th e 
Frisians. In November o f 690 he lef t Irelan d wit h eleve n companions , lande d a t th e 
mouth o f th e Rhin e an d preceede d t o Utrecht 25. Pippi n ha d recentl y (nuper  say s 
Bede) placed citeriorem Fresiam  under Frankish control 26, most likely in the wake of 
his victory over the Neustrians a t Tertry in 687. Utrecht, however , a s Willibrord an d 
his companions found , wa s stil l in th e hand s o f th e pagan Frisian s an d thei r leader , 
Radbod, an d thu s th e Christian s turne d sout h int o Frankis h territor y wher e the y 
were cordiall y receive d b y Pippin 27. The episod e i s instructive : Willibror d di d no t 
attempt missionary work where he did not have the support o f the area's controllin g 
political power . 

After securin g the assuranc e o f Pippin' s suppor t an d a  short si x or seve n month s 
after hi s arrival , Willibrord mad e hi s firs t tri p t o Rom e i n th e summe r o f 691. Our 
information abou t th e tri p come s fro m Bede 28; curiousl y Alcuin , wh o wa s mor e 
concerned wit h matter s Frankis h an d Roma n tha n Bede , does no t mentio n it . Very 
soon ther e occurre d anothe r revealin g episod e whic h throw s ligh t o n jus t ho w 
deeply intertwine d Willibror d ha d alread y becom e wit h Frankis h politics . The ne w 
Frisian missionar y grou p hel d it s firs t episcopa l electio n an d chose , no t Willibrord , 
but a n olde r membe r o f thei r number , Suidber t b y name , a s thei r firs t bishop , an d 
sent hi m of f t o Wilfred , a t tha t tim e i n exil e i n Mercia , t o b e consecrated . Bed e 
reports th e electio n bu t offer s n o explanatio n fo r it s unexpecte d outcome 29. Wa s 
there troubl e i n th e ranks ? Wh y di d thes e missionarie s workin g unde r Frankis h 

22 See WAMPACH , Echternac h 1-1, p. 10 (note 4) note 5. 
23 Vita Willibrordi Archiepiscop i Traiectensi s auetore Alcuino, ed. W. LEVISON, Hannove r 1920 (MGH 

SRM VII) pp . 81-141. 
24 Collected an d edite d b y WAMPAC H i n Echternac h 1-2 (see note 4). 
25 Alcuin, V. Willibrordi (se e note 23) ch. 5. The date comes from a  marginal note on the November pag e 

of Willibrord's calenda r (facsimil e i n H . A. WILSON [ed.] , The Calenda r o f Sain t Willibrord, Londo n 
1918). The not e i s believe d t o b e i n Willibrord' s ow n hand . Cf. Carolus PLUMMER (ed.) , Venerabilis 
Baedae Oper a Historic a (tomu s posterior) , Oxfor d 1896, p. 292. 

26 Bede, Histori a Ecclesiastic a (HE ) V, 10 (see note 25) p. 289 defines Hithe r Frisi a a s the southwester n 
portion. Leviso n (se e note 23) p. 83, n. 7, following Alber t HAUCK , Kirchengeschichte Deutschland s I, 
Leipzig 1922, p. 435, n. 5, says i t probabl y mean t th e whol e are a sout h o f th e Rhine . Bot h h e an d 
WAMPACH (Echternac h 1-1 [see not e 4] p. 30, n. 3), however, recommen d cautio n i n assumin g w e 
know th e geographica l limit s o f wha t Bed e mean t b y th e phrase . 

27 . . .divertentes ad  Pippinum  ducem  Francorum,  gratanter ab illo suscepti sunt... HE V, 10 (see note 25) 
p. 299. 

28 ibid. , V, 11. 
29 ibid. , V, 10. 
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political protection choos e fo r thei r firs t bisho p no t th e group' s leade r an d Pippin' s 
protege, Willibrord, bu t a n older cleric , Suidbert? An d wh y di d the y sen t him to b e 
consecrated no t t o Pippini d Gau l bu t t o England ? D o thes e thing s indicat e tha t 
perhaps eve n thi s earl y i n Willibrord's continenta l caree r h e was to o closel y tie d t o 
Pippinid politic s for th e tastes of hi s followers? Th e sources are silent , and althoug h 
the questions have certainly occurred to scholars, learned opinion has largely refuse d 
to speculate 30. 

Pippin continued t o enjoy militar y success against the Frisians in the 690s, driving 
them furthe r northwar d an d thereb y openin g u p mor e lan d fo r Frankis h settle -
ment31. I n 695 Willibrord agai n wen t t o Rome . Thi s tim e Pippi n sen t hi m an d 
requested Pop e Sergiu s t o consecrat e hi m archbisho p fo r th e Frisians 32. Thi s wa s 
done an d Pippi n gav e Willibrord Utrech t a s his episcopa l seat 33. Pippin' s expansio -
nist politics in Frisia were now wel l in hand. H e wa s winning o n th e battlefield an d 
he had cause d a  loyal follower t o be established a s archbishop i n Utrecht . Man y se e 
Willibrord a s pathbreakin g i n hi s methods . Hi s subordinatio n t o Pippi n i n th e 
Christianization o f th e Frisian s wa s th e firs t importan t instanc e o f tha t allianc e 
between a  missionar y Churc h an d th e Carolingian s whic h wa s t o hav e suc h 
momentous result s fo r bot h i n th e future 34. I n spiritua l allegianc e Willibror d wa s 
neither dependen t upo n th e Gauli c Churc h no r upo n th e Anglo-Saxons , bu t rathe r 
worked unde r th e direc t auspice s o f Rome 35. He organize d th e converted area s int o 
an ecclesiastical syste m o f diocese s and parishes s o that th e conversions h e had wo n 
would hav e th e necessar y institutiona l suppor t t o ensur e thei r permanence 36. Al l 
these, althoug h the y appea r t o b e aspect s o f Christia n missionar y work , hav e 
important politica l benefi t fo r Pippin . I n Willibrord an d hi s methods , Pippi n ha d a 
crucial mean s o f securin g newl y conquere d Frisi a an d makin g i t dependen t upo n 
himself an d hi s family 37. Succes s o n th e battlefiel d opene d th e lan d t o Frankis h 
control; conversion t o Christianit y gav e the locals the God o f the Franks an d muc h 
of Frankis h culture ; bu t i t wa s th e positio n o f Willibror d whic h boun d th e newl y 
organized Frisian Church not to the Franks in general, but closely to the Pippinids in 
particular. 

All wa s workin g well . B y 711 Pippin ha d succeede d t o th e poin t wher e h e 
concluded a  treat y wit h Radbod , arrangin g th e marriag e o f hi s son , Grimoald , t o 

30 Cf. WAMPACH, Echternac h 1-1 (see not e 4) pp. 34-36; and LEVISO N (se e not e 23) p. 84. See HAUC K 
(note 26) p. 407, note 2 for the older literature on th e subject . 

31 HE V, 11 (see note 25) LHF, ch.4 9 (se e notel) . W e know fro m Bed e tha t Utrech t wa s i n Frankis h 
hands by th e time Willibrord returne d from hi s second Rom e trip (695). 

32 misit Pippin  ... virum venerabüem Vilbrordum Romam  ... postulans ut  eidem  Fresionum  genu 
archiepiscopus ordinaretur  (ibid., V, 11). 

33 Sometime betwee n 695 and 704 (M.WERNER, Der Lüttiche r Rau m in frühkarolingischer Zeit , 
Göttingen 198 0 [Veröffentlichungen de s Max-Planck-Instituts fü r Geschichte 62 ] p. 266). 

34 Cf. S . J. CRAWFORD, Anglo-Saxon Influence on Western Christendom 600-800, New York 1933, p. 42. 
35 Do m Philber t SCHMITZ , Geschicht e de s Benediktinerordens, Züric h 1947 , p. 77. 
36 R.M . STAUD an d Joseph REUTER , Di e kirchliche n Kunstdenkmäle r de r Stad t Echternach , in : THe -

mecht V, 2/3 (1952) , p. 11. 
37 ».. . di e Konstituierung eine r friesischen Kirch e mußte eine Schutzwehr für die fränkische Herrschaf t 

werden« (HAUC K [see note 26] p. 406). 
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Radbod's daughter , Theudesinda 38. Willibrord' s position , too , i n Frankis h Frisi a 
seemed t o be strengthening yearly. His ecclesiastica l contro l ove r Toxandria i n thes e 
years seem s almos t complete . Her e h e ha d man y Eigenkirchen attached t o hi s 
monastery Echternac h o n th e middl e Mosell e an d i t i s likel y tha t an y churc h the n 
founded i n Toxandria wa s dedicate d b y him 39. Judging fro m th e charter s preserve d 
from th e period fo r hi s abbey a t Echternach, Willibrord enjoye d a  veritable flood o f 
donations o f formerl y Frisia n lan d durin g thes e years fro m Frank s newl y settle d i n 
the area . Alexander Bergengrue n conclude d i n hi s perceptive , i f controversal , wor k 
that th e pertinenc e formulae  o f thei r charter s revea l tha t th e donor s wer e newl y 
arrived i n Toxandria from th e Eifel . H e als o notes tha t sinc e their holdings were no t 
yet divided int o many portiones, the y firs t settle d i n Toxandria i n the secon d hal f o f 
the seventh century40. The first charte r of theirs which we have for Echternac h date s 
from 70441. Give n th e Frisia n politica l situation , I  woul d plac e thei r arriva l i n th e 
690s. Such a  date als o explain s wh y th e donor s afte r 704 seem onl y on e generatio n 
removed fro m th e origina l settlers . 

If Willibrord supporte d Martel as early a s 716, it means tha t h e deserted Plectru d 
before Martel defeated he r and too k th e leadership o f hi s father' s family . This was a 
major about-fac e for the politically powerful prelate , for i t had been Plectrud and her 
family, ofte n t o th e detrimen t o f Alpaid a an d hers , wh o ha d supporte d Willibror d 
with landed donations in the very area where Martel's maternal family ha d its base42. 

As i n man y importan t matter s Merovingia n an d earl y Carolingian , w e hav e n o 
direct repor t abou t wh o stoo d wit h Charle s Martel at th e battl e o f Vinchy. This i s 
particularly frustratin g sinc e th e autho r o f th e LHF  indicate s tha t Vinch y wa s 
Martel's most significan t militar y success in the early years of hi s rise to power43. I n 
order t o se e i f w e ar e correc t i n supposin g tha t Willibrord offere d hi s support , w e 
must tr y ou r han d a t wha t Krusc h rightl y calle d »th e hardl y pleasan t inquiry« 44 o f 
calculating earl y medieva l chronology . Ou r firs t firm  indicatio n tha t a  strong bon d 
had bee n forme d betwee n Willibror d an d Charle s Martel is Alcuin' s repor t tha t 
Willibrord baptize d Martel's son, the future kin g Pippin45. Although Alcuin gives no 
date for th e event , we d o have two piece s o f informatio n whic h hel p to dat e it . The 
first i s the dat e o f Pippin' s birth . Eve n t o determin e thi s we mus t coun t backward s 
from hi s deat h date . Th e Annales Laurissenses Minores tell u s h e die d o n 24 

38 LHF (see note 1) ch. 50, and the Annales Mettenses Priores ed. B .DE SIMSON , Hannover-Leipzig 1905 
(MGH S S rer. Germ, i n us . schol.) for thei r year 711. 

39 C. WAMPACH, Da s Apostolat des heilige n Willibrords i n den Vorlanden de r eigentliche n Frisia, in : 
Annalen des Historischen Vereins für den Niederrhein , 155/ 6 (1954 ) pp. 249-250. 

40 Alexande r BERGENGRUEN , Ade l un d Grundherrschaf t i m Merowingerreich . Wiesbade n 1958 , 
pp. 113-115. 

41 WAMPACH , Echternac h 1- 2 (see not e 4) no. 11, pp. 34-36. 
42 See GERBERDING (note 3) pp. 118-131. 
43 LHF (se e note 1) ch. 53. 
44 »parum iucunda disquisitione«, Brun o KRUSCH , Chronologic a Regnu m Francorum Stirpi s Merowin-

gicae, Catalogi , Computatione s Annoriu m vetustae cum Commentariis , Hannover 1920 (MGH SR M 
VII) p . 479. 

45 Alcuin, Vita Willibrordi (se e note 23) ch.23. A. ANGENENDT, Taufe und Politik im frühen Mittelalter , 
in: Frühmittelalterlich e Studien , 8  (1973 ) pp. 145-146 discusses th e politica l bond  indicate d b y th e 
choice o f baptizin g priest . Se e also E. VACANDARD, Vie de Saint Ouen, Pari s 1902, p. 54. 
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September 768 in th e fifty-fourt h yea r o f hi s life 46. I f h e ha d passe d hi s fifty-thir d 
birthday o n o r befor e 24 September 768, he mus t hav e bee n bor n betwee n 
25 September 714 and 24 September 715. Our secon d hel p come s fro m a  charter o f 
Plectrud's grandson , Arnulf, which show s tha t Plectrud' s sid e o f th e famil y stil l 
donated lan d t o Willibror d sometim e betwee n 3 September 715 and 28 February 
71747. They would , o f course , ceas e donatin g t o th e bisho p onc e h e ha d deserte d 
them fo r Martel' s sid e an d thu s th e charte r woul d hav e t o hav e bee n issue d befor e 
Pippin's baptism . Thi s means , then , tha t Willibror d woul d hav e baptize d Martel' s 
son at the next appropriate occasion afte r 3 September 715. In the eighth century th e 
usual Frankis h practice , especiall y whe n a  bisho p wa s present , wa s t o baptiz e a t 
Easter vigil or perhaps Pentecost48. The future kin g then would have been brought t o 
the font a t Easter o r Pentecos t o f 716, that is , after th e battl e a t Amblève and befor e 
the battl e o f Vinchy 49. 

Why did he do it? If Echternach's cartular y (a s Camille Wampach has presented i t 
to us ) is at al l a good indication , i n 716 Willibrord certainl y owe d nothin g t o Martel 
but a  great dea l to Plectru d an d he r family . Why woul d Willibrord deser t hi s majo r 
benefactor? Onc e again , th e answe r ma y b e foun d i n th e politic s o f thi s importan t 
year. 

Pippin's deat h i n 71450 brought abou t a n abrup t chang e no t onl y fo r Willibrord' s 
new Frisia n churc h bu t fo r Pippini d fortune s i n general . Willibrord's ol d nemesis , 
Radbod, once again took up arms and moved southwards , reconquering much of th e 
territory Pippi n ha d earlie r wo n fro m him 51. Willibrord wa s force d t o fle e Utrech t 
and seem s t o hav e take n refug e a t Echternach , fa r t o th e sout h o n th e middl e 
Moselle52. The death of the old ruler caused a scramble for power within the Pippinid 
house, with Plectrud on the one side seeking to rule through her heirs and Martel on 
the othe r tryin g t o captur e hi s father' s position . Plectru d actuall y hel d Martel 

46 ed . G. H . PERTZ, p . 117. 
47 Diplomata (se e note 9) no. 7, p. 96 -  WAMPACH, Echternac h 1-2 (see not e 4) no. 25, pp. 60-63. 
48 See H . BECK, Th e Pastora l Car e o f Soul s i n Southeaster n Franc e Durin g th e Sixt h Century , in : 

Analecta Gregorian a 51 (1950 ) pp. 166-182; P. DE PUNIET, »Baptême«, in: F . CABROL an d 
H. LECLERCQ, Dictionnaire d'archéologi e chrétienn e e t d e liturgi e 2, Paris 1910, cols 329-330; 
T. MAERTENS, Histoir e e t pastoral e d u ritue l du  catéchuména t e t d u baptême , Bruge s 1962, 
pp. 260-261; and J. LYNCH, Godparent s an d Kinshi p i n Earl y Medieva l Europe, Princeto n 1986, 
pp. 289-295. 

49 Pippin's birth-dat e an d date of baptis m ar e usuall y liste d a s 714 (Th. BREYSIG, Jahrbücher de s 
fränkischen Reiche s 714-741 : Di e Zei t Kar l Martels, Leipzig 1869 , p.9 ; I. HEIDRICH, Titulatu r un d 
Urkunden de r arnulfingische n Hausmeier , in : Archi v fü r Diplomati k 11/1 2 [1965/66 ] p.202 ; an d 
W. LEVISON [714/715] , in: Vita Erminonis,  Hannover-Leipzi g 191 3 [MG H SR M VI] p.468 , note2). 
If, however , the above reasoning about the date of Pippin' s baptism is correct, we can then define the 
range of date s for hi s birth more closely t o between Easter (or Pentecost) o f 715 and 24 Sepember of 
the sam e year . Th e sam e reasonin g help s t o narro w th e rang e o f possibl e date s fo r Duk e Arnulfs 
charter (Diplomata, se e note 9) no. 7, p. 96 - WAMPACH, Echternac h 1-2 (see note 4) no. 25, pp. 60-63 
to between 3 September 715 and Easter or Pentecost o f 716. See GERBERDING (note 3) p. 135, note 13 
where I  got the dates in September wrong . 

50 medio Decembrio  (Annales Tiliani fo r their year 714 [see note 15] p. 6). 
51 LHF (see note 1) ch. 51. See above, not e 15 and BREYSI G (se e note 49) pp. 21-23. 
52 Willibald , Vita Bonifatii , ch . 4, ed. W. LEVISON, Hannover-Leipzi g 1905 (MGH S S rer. Germ , i n us. 

schol.) p . 16. WAMPACH, Echternac h 1-1 (see note 4) pp. 62-63. 
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incarcerated fo r a  period , probabl y a t Cologne 53. Th e problem s wer e no t al l 
Austrasian. Th e Neustrian s o f th e Seine-Ois e valle y soo n reasserte d themselve s 
against the Pippinid party , now represented b y Plectrud' s young grandson , Theudo-
ald, wh o ha d bee n mad e Neustria n mayo r o f th e palac e b y on e o f Pippin' s las t 
commands54. Takin g advantag e o f th e crisi s withi n th e Pippin' s house 55, th e Neu -
strians launched a  full-scale rebellio n t o drive the Pippinids fro m Neustria. The tw o 
sides clashe d i n th e Fores t o f Compiègne, probably o n 26 September, 71556. Th e 
Pippinids wer e soundl y defeate d an d Theudoal d escape d onl y b y flight 57. I n th e 
wake o f thi s conflict , th e Neustrian s electe d on e o f thei r ow n number , Raganfred , 
mayor, placed a  former cleri c and supposed so n of Childeri c II named Danie l on th e 
throne as Chilperic II, and followed u p thei r victory by pushing across the Meuse to 
the Rhine where the y extracte d Pippini d treasur e fro m Plectrud . O n thei r retur n t o 
Neustria, Martel ambushed the m a t Amblève58. What Radbo d ha d reappropriate d 
was, on e could almos t say , Willibrord's life's  work . Willibrord's missionar y activit y 
had bee n limite d almos t exclusivel y t o Frankis h Frisia . Alcui n relate s tha t shortl y 
after Willibrord' s retur n fro m hi s secon d Rom e trip , h e trie d agai n t o conver t 
Radbod an d the independent Frisians , but with no more succes s than he had had o n 
his firs t encounte r wit h them . H e goe s o n t o describ e hi s faile d attemp t t o conver t 
Ongendus, kin g o f th e Danes 59. Afte r thes e unsuccessfu l ventures , Willibror d 
returned ...ad  Pippinum  ducem  Francorum...^  W e kno w fro m extan t copie s o f 
donation charter s tha t Willibrord ha d bee n give n a  considerable numbe r o f proper -
ties i n Thuringi a b y Duk e Heden 61. Thes e wer e probabl y th e financia l bas e fo r 
missionary work i n that area , bu t nowhere d o we hear tha t he had an y early succes s 
there. Althoug h hi s grea t monaster y a t Echternac h wa s not , o f course , Frisian , it s 
position, bot h geographicall y an d organizationally , ha d muc h t o d o wit h Pippini d 
family politic s an d muc h o f it s landed wealt h la y in Toxandria62. Thus i t seems tha t 
the lands no w onc e again under Radbod' s contro l wer e th e mos t importan t one s t o 

53 .. . Pledrudis ... Karolum etiam  privignum  non erubuit custodiae  mancipare  Colonia  civitate  (Vit a 
Erminonis Episcop i et Abbatis Lobbiensi s II , ch . 4, which Leviso n add s to hi s editio n Vita I i n [se e 
note 49] p. 465). Echternach's Libe r Aureus (1191), however, claim s h e was  hel d a t Aachen (WAITZ , 
Archiv der Gesellschaft fü r ältere deutsche Geschichtskund e 1 1 [1851-1858] pp. 338 ff.) . 

54 LHF , ch.50 . 
55 J . SEMMLER, Zu r pippinidisch-karolingische n Suksessionskris e 714-723 , in : Deutsche s Archi v 3 3 

(1977) p . 6. 
56 LH F (see note 1) ch. 51, and the Annales Mettenses Priore s for their year 714 (see note 38) p. 20. The 

date comes from Willibrord's Calender . See L. LEVILLAIN an d C. SAMARAN, Sur le lieu et la date de la 
bataille dit e d e Poitier s 732 in: Bibliothèqu e d e FEcol e de s charte s 99 (1938 ) pp.251ff.; Wilhelm 
LEVISON, A  propos du calendrier de saint Willibrord in: Revue Bénédictine 50 (1938) p. 39; SEMMLER 
(see note 55) p. 7; and J. LAPORTE, Le s Monastère s franc s e t l'avènemen t de s Pippinides , in : Revu e 
Mabillon30(1940)p.20. 

57 LHF (see note 1) ch. 51. 
58 ibid. , ch.52. 
59 Alcuin, Vita Willibrordi (see note 23) ch. 9. 
60 ibid. , ch. 11. 
61 WAMPACH, Echternach 1-2 (see note 4) no. 8 (May, 704), pp. 27-31 and no. 26 (April, 717), pp. 63-65. 
62 In Wampach' s editio n (Echternach 1-2 [see note 4] we fin d th e followin g land s i n Toxandri a al l 

donated t o Willibrord o r Echternac h b y th e tim e o f th e Frisia n uprising : Waalre (704: no. 11, p. 3); 
Alphen and Bern (709: no. 16, pp. 43-44); Baschot, Hulsel , and Hapert (710: no. 17, p. 46); Erzel and 
Diessen (712: no. 20, p. 50) and Levetlaus (712: no. 21, p. 52). 
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Willibrord. Afte r th e conflic t a t Amblève it woul d hav e bee n obviou s t o hi m wh o 
was i n th e bes t positio n t o regai n fo r hi m hi s diocese , hi s missions , Echternach' s 
possessions, and hi s Eigenkirchen from th e Frisians. I t certainly was not Plectrud i n 
Cologne, bu t rathe r th e recentl y successfu l strongma n fro m nearb y Liège. Willi-
brord wisel y mad e th e switch . 

I a m no t th e firs t t o hav e suspecte d tha t th e grea t Anglo-Saxo n missionar y 
supported Martel at Vinchy ; other s hav e indicate d the y though t Martel enjoyed 
Willibrord's support , bu t fo r a  differen t reason . I  a m afrai d that , althoug h I  agre e 
with th e conclusion, I  should lik e to take issue with the reasoning. On 23 February, 
718, nearly a  year afte r th e battl e o f Vinchy , Charle s Martel donated hi s inherite d 
portion of the villa Bollendorf to the church of Saints Peter and Paul at Echternach 63. 
Many have seen this as an act of gratitude on Martel's part for the support Willibrord 
provided hi m a t Vinchy 64. T o m y knowledge , gratitud e t o a  recipien t i s neve r 
mentioned i n the contempory charter s a s a motivation fo r th e donation o f land , no r 
do I  recal l historian s puttin g i t fort h i n an y cas e othe r tha n thi s one . Fro m th e 
language of the charter itsel f w e learn tha t Martel claimed to have inherited th e lan d 
from Pippin 65. Bollendorf lies o n th e Sûre, not fa r fro m Echternach , tha t is , in th e 
heart o f Plectrud' s famil y possessions . W e kno w fro m a n earlie r charte r tha t 
Plectrud's grandson , Arnulf, also ha d par t o f Bollendorf by hereditar y right 66. B y 
February 718, Martel had defeate d Plectrud , take n Pippin' s treasur e fro m her , an d 
was acting a s his father's hei r and hea d o f th e family. Keepin g in mind th e exclusiv e 
provisions Plectrud had made for th e position o f her heirs in her charter fo r Sustern , 
one wonders how secure Martel's »hereditar y right« to Bollendorf, land which cam e 
to Pippi n throug h Plectrud , woul d hav e bee n i f he r heir s wer e stil l about . I n fact , 
Martel's charte r mention s th e othe r heir s i n th e curiou s phrase : .. . quod contra 
allodiones meos  recepi.  We have good reaso n t o suspec t that a s late as 723 Plectrud's 
side of th e family wa s stil l causing trouble fo r Charle s Martel67. Rather tha n ou t o f 
gratitude fo r hel p a t Vinchy, would no t Matte l hav e donated thi s larg e property o n 
the middle Moselle in orde r t o place it in the secur e possession o f a  supporter? Thi s 
would be the case especially if his hereditary claim were not al l too strong, and giving 
the lan d t o Echternac h woul d dispe l clai m t o i t b y othe r potentia l heir s no t a t al l 
happy wit h hi s leadin g position . I  hop e m y reasonin g i n thi s articl e ha s mad e i t 
probable tha t Willibror d ha d indee d deserte d Plectru d fo r Martel' s sid e befor e th e 
battle of Vinchy; I  do not think , however, we should us e his donation o f Bollendorf 
as evidence fo r hi s hel p a t tha t decisiv e encounter . 

Willibrord wa s not the only close adherent to Plectrud's sid e of the family t o hav e 
deserted he r for Martel before h e won th e battle of Vinchy. On Sunda y 31 May, 716 
the relic s o f Sain t Lambert , forme r bisho p o f Maastricht , wer e solemnl y translate d 

63 WAMPACH, Echternac h 1-2 (see note 4) no. 27, pp. 65-68 «  Diplomata (see note 9) no. 9, p. 97. 
64 BREYSIG (see note 49) p. 24; HAUCK (see note 26) p. 442; WAMPACH, Echternac h 1-2 (see note 4) p. 66; 

and PRINZ, Frühes Mönchtum im Frankenreich. Kultu r und Gesellschaft i n Gallien, den Rheinlanden 
und Bayern am Beispiel de r monastischen Entwicklung , Darmstad t 1988 , p. 209. 

65 .. . Quantumcumque  mihi  ibidem  obvenit  de  genitore meo  Pippino... 
66 WAMPACH , Echternac h 1- 2 (see note 4) no. 25, pp. 60-63 =  Diplomata (se e note 9) no. 7, p. 96. 
67 723 . duo filii  Drogonis  ligati  unus  mortuus. .. (Annales Petaviani [se e not e 15] p. 7, and Annales 

Nazariani [se e note 15] p. 149). 
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from th e episcopal seat to the small town o f Liège and laid in the basilica which bor e 
his name68. Hubert, the current bishop of Maastricht and close relative of Plectrud 69, 
officiated. Liège was i n th e ver y hear t o f are a Martel' s materna l famil y hel d sway , 
and it must have been quite a coup for th e family t o have gained the translation o f an 
important loca l saint and martyr fro m th e episcopal sea t to a  villa in their heartland . 
It i s a safe assumption tha t Bishop Huber t no t onl y enjoye d Martel' s clos e coopera -
tion in the venture, but more than likely was following hi s bidding. Indeed, the Vita 
Lamberti tell s u s tha t th e translatio n too k plac e collecto  cum  senioribus  loci  illius 
consilio70. Sinc e i t had bee n Martel' s famil y unde r th e leadershi p o f hi s uncl e Dod o 
and hi s henchmen who ha d murdered Lamber t i n the firs t place , this translation i s a 
dramatic sign that a significant reconciliatio n had taken place between the family an d 
the see at Maastricht. I n fact , Bisho p Huber t ma y have deserted hi s relative Plectru d 
for Martel' s sid e earlie r tha n th e dat e o f Lambert' s translation . W e fin d Hubert' s 
signature a s the curren t bisho p o n tw o charter s fo r Echternac h fro m 13 May, 70671, 
but i n Plectrud' s charte r o f 714 which donate s Suster n t o Willibror d an d make s 
specific provisions to foster Plectrud' s heir s and thereby exclude Alpaida's, Hubert' s 
signature i s missing , eve n thoug h h e wa s stil l th e reignin g loca l bishop 72. Lamber t 
seems to have been a  saint for whom Charle s Martel had a  particular fondness fo r al l 
the earliest known center s of his cult were in places where Martel had direc t control . 
In Liège itself there was a church dedicated to him before 71473. In 716 basilicas were 
built fo r hi m i n Nivelle-sur-Meus e an d i n Herstall74, and i n 721 also i n Bakel 75. I f 
Camille Wampach's conclusion s ar e correct , i n Hubert , Martel would hav e gaine d 
not onl y a  powerful bisho p an d protector o f a n influential loca l cult , bu t a  magnate 
of considerabl e politica l statur e an d experienc e i n hig h places 76. 

68 Vita Landibert i Episcop i Traiectensis Vetustissima, ch . 25 (see note 10) p. 378-381. the date is Krusch' s 
(ibid., p. 306) and must be dertimined b y calculation. In the Bern manuscript o f Jerome's Martyrology , 
a margina l not e record s Sain t Lamber t a t 31 May. Th e usua l da y fo r a  translatio n o f relic s wa s a 
Sunday; May 31, 71 6 was a Sunday. Bishop Hubert carrie d out the translation in the thirteenth year of 
his episcopacy . Sinc e Lamber t wa s murdere d i n 703 and Huber t wa s hi s successor , th e translatio n 
occured i n 716. 

69 LEVISON (see note 49) says he enjoyed a  necessitudinem quandam  artiorem  wit h her family. WAMPACH , 
Echternach 1-1 (see note 4) p. 130 considers him a  direct relative with a  notable political career behin d 
him before h e became bishop. See also Karl Ferdinand WERNER , Bedeutende Adelsfamilien i m Reich e 
Karls des Großen , in : Wolfgang BRAUNFEL S (ed.) , Kar l de r Gross e 1 , Düsseldorf 1965 , p. 116. Eugen 
EWIG (Milo et eiusmodi similes, in: Heinrich BÜTTNE R e t al. [eds.], Sankt Bonifatius-Gedenkgabe zu m 
zwölfhunderdsten Todestag , Fulda 1954 , p. 423) suspected tha t Hubert was Plectrud's father wh o ha d 
the sam e name . Bu t he r fathe r i s called >quondam < i n a  charte r o f 706 (Diplomata [se e note 9] no. 4, 
p. 93). 

70 Vita Landibert i Vet. , ch . 25 (see note 10) p. 379. 
71 WAMPACH, Echternach 1-2 (see note 4) no. 14, p. 40, and no. 15, p. 43 =  Dimplomata (se e note 9) no. 4, 

p. 94, and no . 5, p. 95. 
72 WAMPACH, Echternac h 1-2, (see not e 4) no. 24, p. 60 =  Diplomata (se e not e 9) no. 6, p. 96. He wa s 

bishop o f Maastricht- Liège from 703 to 726. See: Joseph SEMMLER , Episcop i potesta s und Karolingi-
sche Klosterpolitik, in: Mönchtum, Episkopa t un d Ade l zu r Gründungszei t de r Reichenau , ed . 
A. BORST, Sigmaringe n 197 4 (Vorträge und Forschunge n 20 ) p. 316. 

73 LH F (see note 1) ch. 50. 
74 Vit a Landibert i Vet. (see note 10) ch. 26. 
75 WAMPACH , Echternac h 1- 1 (see note 4) no. 30, p. 72. 
76 »Alle r Wahrscheinlichkei t nac h is t Bischo f Hugobertu s z u identifiziere n mi t de m Seneschal k Chug -

obercthus, de r 693-69 4 i n de r Umgebun g de s Merovinger s Chlodwi g III. zu Valenciennes erscheint« 
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We ca n se e other s o n Martel' s sid e a t Vinchy . Milo , membe r o f th e episcopa l 
dynasty a t Trier which had a  long history o f cooperation wit h Willibrord, ma y hav e 
supported Charles , althoug h w e canno t sa y s o wit h an y certainty 77. W e ar e tol d 
expressly tha t Benignus, former abbo t o f Saint-Wandrille , nea r Rouen , wa s wit h 
Martel at Vinchy78. Bu t sinc e h e wa s b y the n depose d a s abbot 79 an d thu s di d no t 
command th e resource s o f Saint- Wandrille, and sinc e Hugo , th e mor e importan t 
representative of the local nobility near Rouen, did not ai d Martel, it is hard imagin e 
that Benignus could hav e mustered muc h suppor t fro m th e lower Sein e for Charles . 
With th e Thuringia n duk e Hede n an d hi s son , wh o ma y hav e fough t an d die d a t 
Vinchy80, ou r lis t o f Charles ' supporter s who m th e source s le t u s glimps e o r eve n 
suspect come s t o a n end 81. I t seem s tha t hi s support , a s bes t w e ca n se e it , wa s 
entirely Austrasian . I n fact , w e hav e som e informatio n whic h show s u s tha t i t wa s 
probably limite d t o a  certain sectio n o f Austrasia , tha t is , from hi s materna l land s 
around Liège on the Meuse to the area represented b y Willibrord, and possibly Milo , 
on the middle Moselle around Echternach . Since after hi s victory a t Vinchy he foun d 
it necessary t o advanc e o n Cologn e t o dea l with Plectrud 82, w e can assum e tha t sh e 
and no t h e controlled tha t area . We also note tha t som e two an d a  half month s afte r 
the battle , Raganfred' s king , Chilperi c II, donated lan d t o Sain t Arnulfs monastery 
in Metz83. This i s a  good indicatio n tha t Martel had no t ye t wo n influenc e i n tha t 
area. I t seems , then , tha t hi s enemie s wer e stil l activ e t o th e northeas t an d t o th e 
south o f his supporters' lands. It was not a  large area which provided Charle s Martel 
the force s wit h whic h h e face d th e Frisian s an d th e Neustrian s a t Vinch y o n 
21 March, 717, but i t wa s larg e enoug h t o giv e him th e day . 

Are ther e an y genera l lesson s w e ma y lear n fro m ou r rathe r specifi c inquiry ? 
I would venture two, both rather obvious, but nonetheless important. First , the events 
of 716 caution us against treating battles as the most significant step s in the Pippinids ' 
rise to power. More important than dramatic national confrontations, i s the slow and 
steady acquisitio n o f lan d an d influenc e o n th e local level . Recent soun d thinkin g i s 
also lowering the significance formerly give n the battle of Tertry in the acquisition of 

Diplomata Regnu m Francoru m e  Stirpe Merowingica, ed . K . A. PERTZ, Hannove r 1872 (MGH Dipl. 
Imp. I ) no. 66, p. 58, »im Jahre 697 aber zum Pfalzgra f aufgerück t war, « (ibid. , no. 70, p. 62) »un d z u 
dessen Nachkomme n gewi ß auc h jener Pfalzgra f Hugbertu s gehört , de r 74 7 mit Karlman n genann t 
wird« (ibid. , no. 16, p. 103). WAMPACH , Echternac h 1- 1 (see note 4) p. 130. 

77 We know h e became bishop o f Trier sometime betwee n 715 and 720 and that he later became one o f 
Martel's staunches t supporters . Se e EWIG (see not e 69) p. 13; Louis DUCHESNE , Fastes épiscopaux d e 
l'ancienne Gaul e III, Paris 1915, p. 39; and PRINZ Frühe s Mönchtum (see note 64) p. 208. 

78 Nam in  praefato  proelio  ... Benignus  vero partibus  Karoli  favebat  (Gest a Sanctoru m Patru m 
Fontanellensis Coenobii , III , 1, F.LOHIER an d R.P.J.LAPORT E [eds.] , Paris-Roue n 1936, p. 23). 

79 In 716, the Neustrian mayor , Raganfred , depose d Benignus as abbot of Saint- Wandrille and installed 
his own supporter , Wando (Gesta Font. , Ill , 1 [see note 78] p. 23). 

80 WAMPACH, Echternac h 1-1 (see note 4) pp. 4-45. 
81 Others wis h t o includ e Eucherius , bisho p o f Orlean s an d Peppo , bisho p o f Verdun , a s Martel' s 

supporters early enough to have them lend support at Venchy. See GERBERDING (note 3) pp. 139-140, 
note 39, where I  present evidence to the contrary . 

82 LHF (se e note 1) ch. 53. 
83 Diplomate (see note 76) no. 89, pp. 78-79. 
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Neustrian power b y Martel's father, Pippin 84. Pippin' s contro l o f th e wes t wa s 
acquired fa r mor e b y gainin g th e loyalt y o f th e loca l nobilit y alon g wit h th e 
ecclesiastical an d la y offices-holder s o f th e land , tha n b y an y dramati c victor y ove r 
the Neustrians militarily . So too i t will be the suppor t o f figure s suc h a s Willibrord, 
Hubert, Heden , an d Mil o whic h wil l provid e th e rea l bas e fo r Martel' s eventua l 
ascendency. Second , th e event s o f 716 remind u s o f th e crucia l rol e o f wome n i n 
Frankish politics . I t i s obviou s tha t Plectru d an d Alpaid a wer e majo r players . I n 
many ways, Charles Martel's early political career can be seen to have been set amid a 
clash betwee n hi s mothe r an d hi s stepmother . 

SUMMARY 

The yea r 716 was a  crucial on e i n th e earl y caree r o f Charle s Martel. Within a  few shor t month s h e wa s 
able to expand his powerbase beyond tha t which his mother's famil y provide d him to one of considerabl e 
force abl e t o defea t th e Neustrian s a t Vinch y o n 21 March 717. The chang e i n Martel' s fortune s cam e 
about largely through th e defection o f th e powerful i n the faction whic h gathere d aroun d hi s stepmother , 
Plectrud. The mos t significan t o f these , o r a t leas t the on e mos t visibl e t o ou r eyes , was Plectrud' s ow n 
most important cleri c and abbot o f her monastery a t Echternach, the Anglo-Saxon Willibrord. We suspect 
that h e lef t hi s primar y benefactres s an d joine d he r renegad e stepso n becaus e o f th e nee d t o protec t hi s 
life's work , th e missio n fiel d i n Frisia . 

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG 

716 war für Karl Martells Aufstieg ei n entscheidendes Jahr. Innerhal b weniger Monat e gelan g e s ihm, di e 
ursprünglich durc h di e Stellun g seine r Mutte r begünstigte n Grundlage n seine r Mach t erheblic h z u 
erweitern. Vor diesem Hintergrund is t sein Sieg über di e Neustrier a m 21 . März 71 7 bei Vinchy z u sehen , 
denn diese r ka m vo r alle m durc h de n Frontwechse l führende r Anhänge r seine r Stiefmutte r Plektru d 
zustande. Darunte r wa r de r Angelsachs e Willibror d de r wichtigste , ode r wenigsten s de r fü r un s a m 
deutlichsten erkennbar e Abtrünnige von Plektruds Sache . Er war Abt des Klosters Echternach un d setzt e 
sich woh l vo n seine r einstige n Wohltäteri n ab , u m vo n Kar l Martel l Schut z fü r sei n Lebenswerk , di e 
Mission i n Friesland , z u bekommen . 

RÉSUMÉ 

L'année 716 fut déterminant e pou r l e débu t d u pouvoi r d e Charle s Martel . E n quelque s bref s mois , 
Charles fut à  même d'étendre la base de son pouvoir au-delà de ce que la famille de sa mère lui avait donné 
et de rassembler une force considérable capable de battre les Neustriens à  Vinchy le 21 mars 717. Le succès 
de Charle s Marte l est , dan s un e larg e mesure , d û à  la défectio n d e puissant s membre s d e la  factio n qu i 
s'était rassemblé e autou r d e s a belle-mèr e Plectrude . L e plu s importan t d e ceux-c i (e n tou t cas , l e plu s 
apparent à  nos yeux ) es t l e principal cler c de Plectrude , l'abb é d e so n monastèr e d'Echternach , l'Anglo -
saxon Willibrord: i l quitta vraisemblablemen t s a première bienfaitric e pou r rejoindr e l e beau-fils renéga t 
de celle-ci , parce qu'i l lu i fallai t protége r l e travail de s a vie, les missions e n Frise . 

84 Roger COLLINS, Earl y Medieva l Europe 300-1000, New York 1991, pp. 248-49; and Ia n W O O D , The 
Merovingian Kingdom s 450-534 (forthcoming), ch. 13. 


